Locating the break point in the fiber optic
cable

Article Overview

The break point in a fiber optic cable can be located using tools like an OTDR, visual
fault locator, or continuity testing, depending on cable length and accessibility.

Common Indicators of a Fiber Break

* Signal loss or interruption: A sudden drop in data transmission often indicates a
break or severe bend in the fiber.

* Physical damage: Inspect the cable for visible cuts, kinks, or environmental
damage, especially in areas prone to stress or wear .

Tools for Locating a Break

* Optical Time-Domain Reflectometer (OTDR):

* Sends pulses of light through the fiber and measures backscattered signals.

* Displays a trace showing events along the cable, with a sudden drop indicating a
break.

* Provides the distance to the break, making it ideal for long-distance or underground
cables .

* Visual Fault Locator (VFL):

* Emits a visible red laser through the fiber.

* Light escapes at the break point, making it visible to the eye.
* Best suited for short distances or accessible cables, typically i




Page 2/5

Article Content
Jul 07, 2026
Locating breaks in fiber-optic networks | Cabling Installation ...

An infrared beam going through the fiber will glow bright red at the point of the
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Identifying Faults and Leaks in Fiber Optic Cable Having trouble with data getting
garbled over your fiber optic network? Not sure if

Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://greatpremiersolutions.co.za

Email: sales@greatpremiersolutions.co.za

Phone: +27 82 914 3675

Address: Unit 5, Silicon Heights, 22 Electron Avenue, Cape Town, 8001, South
Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.
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